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IVASHINGTON. - Tlte People

of the world have used manY

strange materials as

ôf exchange.'Before gold
silvei were aìopted'as the basis

the paper currency of today,
things as cowrie shells, lhe

teeth of whales, flshhooks,
shell¡ and-stones were used

b$ r'õoin¡." 'i'hey'cut snail shells

The cowrie shell was one of
the mos[ popular materials used

for'exchange. Thls shell, whtch
is white or straw.colored, is
fouhd in the Indian Oceanl

The. inhabitants of Ugar\dp
would sgll a sixty-tlyo pouhd
ivory tusk. for 1,000 cowrle
shelis or,a'cew for 2,300 shels.
The purchase of a bride was
easier, requirlng only two.shells.

Dog .teetå were, favored
among,the Shoshone and
nock Indians as recently as
1890, whep a value of 25 cents
was put on a tooth. The people
of the Solomon Islands also
used, teeth in trade.

On another Pâcific island,
Yap, the inhabitants used stones
as a medium of e:cchange. The
igland's stone money was
bersôme, one piece" so.mêtimes
weighing hunôretls of Pounds:
A wealthy islander .would su
round his dwelltng lvith t
masglve u¡onss to' let

currency, the ,National Geo'
graphlc SocietY saYs.

l¡now about his rfches.
In. coñtrast, the natives' of

Parìfgl¡ay ,had'one of the smaJl'

to th'i size.of small buttgns a¡d
rfsedl'them for money. A.hun'
dred buttorrs bought a sheeP. rn
Nioàragua the same number
coetie beans bought e slevê.




