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Parents should be prosecuted
if their children don’t respect
authorities, a group of Berkeley
citizens ‘concluded last week
after a twenty-month-long study
of juvenile delinquency.

This was one of several rec-
ommendations of the youth
committee of the Berkeley City
Commons Club, in a report
which pointed to parents and

the home environment as the
greatest single cause of juve-
nile delinquency.

The twenty-four page report
was prepared under the chair-
manship of Dr. Suren H. Bab-
ington, chief of staff and chief
of surgery at Berkeley’s Her-
rick Hospital.

BROKEN HOMES.

Of the unfavorable factors
in the home leading to the
problem juvenile, the commit-
tee listed broken homes, poor
home economie, health or social
conditions and parental indif-
ference or neglect as the worst.

Others were lack of training
or guidance, poor examples by
parents, lack of discipline,
drinking parents, parental in-
dulgence, and the child’s lack
of security and sense of being
needed.

Factors outside the home,
concluded the committee, in-
cluded too much leisure time,
gang spirit, 2 sense of inferi-
ority or resentment and too
much crime on radio, . tele-
vision, in movies and comic
books.

POLICE LAUDED.

- The committee surveyed juve-
nile delinquency in Berkeley and
found that Berkeley’s Police
Department was doing its job
well.

.While only 581 of Berkeley’s
15,085 school children—or 3.85
per cent—came to police atten-
tion last year, the committee
recommended formation of a|
citizen’s committee to “make|
studies and arouse the citizens!
to action.” i
‘“Among its other recommen-}
dations:

- For parents—Place greater
responsibility on them for the
eare and direction ‘of their
children.

No opportunity should be
missed to remind them of
their responsibilities; they
should seek aid early before
their child becomes entangled
with the law; parents should
be prosecuted if their children
fail to heed warnings; pre-
parenthood and parent train-
ing programs, and psychiatrie
guidance clinics should be
provided.

SPECIFIC TRAINING.

Fingerprinting at birth and
again when. the child is old
enough to know its value was
suggested, “It might deter
some,” the committee found.

For other elements of the
community in the prevention of
juvenile delinquency the com-
mittee recommended that teach-
ers be given specific training
in the latest methods of youth
guidance, more parks and play-
grounds should be provided
and better youth programs
should be offered through serv-
ice organizations and churches.

Committee members, in addi-
tion to Babington, included
George Burkhard, principal of
the Whittier-University Elemen-
tary School; Victor Lindblad,
Boy Scout executive; Attorney
John C. Loper; Robert R. Por-
ter, manager of Berkeley’s First
Savings & Loan Association;
Ben E. Rickli, YMCA executive,
and the Rev, Gail Cleland.

|




