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WASHINGTON.*NearIy 150
years before the United States
patent law system wag estab-
Pished, a man named Joseph
Jenks petitioned a Massachu-
setts court for a patent, accord-
’ing to the National Geographic
Society,
The petition, filed in 1646,
asked the court’s protection for
an engine, invented by the pe-

titioner, “for mills to goe by
water.”






