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ATLÀNTIC CffY, N. J., May
lz.-f ¡,Þl-Privately practicing
psychiatrists who. refuse to
make house calls were told to'
day the public may cease to
regard tlem as doctors of medi-
cine.

Dr. Henry A. Davidson, a
corrnty hospital peychiatric of-
cicial, declared private psychia-
trists constitute more trhan half
of the Nations psyehiatrists and
that a fourtht of them ¡tnve
abandoned trailitionol symbols
of metlicine: the. stethoscopc,
the little black ba,g, the prescrip
tion blank tt

DOCTR,INAL BEASONS.
Davidson, assistant

tendent of the Essex County
Hospital at Cedar Grovg N. J.,
said such men tth¡ve excellent
tloctr:fural reasons for not making
calls"-such as a feeling that
the famiþ doctor is better able
to cope with psychiatric sitr¡a-
tions in the "emergency' stage.
But he added:rtlnwil[ngness úo malre a
oall tn a psychiatric emer-
gency ls viewed by the publlo
&s a¡r ebendon¡xrenú of I pa.
úi€nú ln need: as ¡ brea¡h ot
¡ aound phydcian's úradltionrAnil ¡elusa¡ úo do phystca¡
examlnaüong or to wrlte pre-
scrlplions m¡kes tåe pqüent
wonder rvhat¡þe psycht¡útrtst
oon ilo thet fto psychologíst
GÈn nof"'
In a. report to the Illth an-

nual meeting of the Americz¡
Psychiatric Àssn. (APA), Dr.
Davidson said:
ACCEPT CEOBES. ,

rll tire prlvate psychtaHsú
w¡nte to retaln lfie prcroga
úives and statue of the doctor
of medioine, he shor¡d anæpt
the traillttonatr responsihllities
ol úhe physlctan.specialist:
malring calls, signlng commtt'
ment papers, uníting pæscrlp
üons, úestifying in cor¡rt, do.üons, testifying in conrtüons, testifying in conrt
lng physical ex¿mln¿tlons.

rAslde lrom ¡ úendencv
ilrlfú away lrom ldenldfic¡tion
¿s a form of meillcal practice,
p{rraúe pracúlce psychleh¡r,"
Dr. Davtdson saldn'ls beset
with another mator problem.'

This, ho sa¡E ¡s "¡ basic
eoonomic dilemme whloh
ma,kes lt hard for fa¡nllies to
pay feds for which t,he psy.
chlatrist oan afforil to workJ

rEE trIGE.
Ife explained tåat the psychia-

trist spends {5- to 6O minutes
per patient, whereas ttoúer

a úendencSr to

úo ûen Baúients an hour.t Thus,
he added, "¡xychlatrlc fees ¿re
relalive.Iy high, wh¡te psychl.
trlsús' lnoomæ are relatively
Iotp.tt

m¡y Êêa from four

He said the græs income of
psychtatrtsts ãverages abt¡ut
$24,000 annuall¡ the net.l¡ncome
about $18,0fi1, with the gross
fange varyiug from $6,000 to
over $10O000.


