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Needto Hold Quemoy

By ‘JOSEPH CARROLL

A fiery little Roman Catholic
priest declared here yesterday
that the Nationalist Chinese
government on Formosa is de-
termined ‘“at all costs” to de-
end the Quemoy and Matsu
islands.

“Those islands are our eyes
and the Communists would like
nothing better to take them and
make us blind,” said the Rev.
\John T. S. Mao, exiled chancel-
lor of the Archdiocese of Nan-
klng

Father Mao, who for the last
five years has made his head-
quarters in Simpeitow, a suburb
of Talpel, is on the first leg of
a mission that will take him
through all the forty-eight
States. ;

WORD TO STUDENTS.

As a member of Chiang Kai-
shek’s advisory committee on
educational and cultural af-
fairs, his job will be to persuade
nearly 5,000 Chinese students
now attending American col-
leges to go back to Formosa
when they finish their schooling.

“Most of the students

studying in America came
here froim their homes on
the Chinese mainland,” Father
Mao explained, “The Commu-
nists, who control the main-
land, want them to retum

there. .

“My job is to show them
that they must not return to
the mainland and run the
risk of being absorbed into

- the Communist life. I must
- convince them that they are
needed on Formosa, where
they can help plan for a free

China.” i
MORALE EFFECT.

Regarding the offshore is-
lands, Father Mao was emphatic
in. stating that the morale of
the people in Communist China
and on Formosa depends on
the defense of the islands;

“Morally speaking, if Que-
moy and Matsu fall to the
Communists. the 450008@

“sionaries who escaped the Reds.

REV. JOHN T. S. MAO
“Islands Are Our Eyes”

Chinese people who hope and
pray that we will deliver them
from the Communist con-
spiracy will become desper-
ate,” he said.

Father Mao stressed the mili-
tary importance of the offshore
islands in the defense of For-
mosa. He said the radar warn-
ing system on the islands alone
necessitates their defense.

RADAR SITES.:

“The islands are about 100
miles off the Formosa coast,”
he declared. “If the Commu-
nists had them, we, the people
on Formosa, would be with-
ouf the ‘eyes’ which we need
to warn us of air attacks, By
the time the radar system on
Formosa detects the aircraft
it will be too late.” 3

The 42 year old priest said it
is the hope of Chiang’s govern-
ment on Formosa to “one day
refurn to the mainland and lib-
erate our people.”

In addition to his duties as
chancellor, Father Mao serves
as pastor of Immaculate Concep-
tion Church in Simpeitow and as
director of the Catholic News
Service on the island.

FLED NANKING.

He said he is one of the few
priests who were able to flee
Nanking when the Communists
took over. At least three of the
priests in the archdiocese have
been executed and most of those
remaining have been impris-
oned by the Reds, he said.
Before the evacuation from
the mainland began, there were
only about twenty-two Catholic
priests on Formosa. Today there
are over 400 priests, Father Mao
said. Mest of the priests are mis-

Father Mao will visit several
Bay area colleges and speak to
the Chinese students in the next

T,

few days.






